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THE SONG OP SUNLAND 


I love you, sunny Sunland 
You're the finest home to me. 
I love your fertile uplands, 
Every sage bush, every bee. 

I love your purple mountains, 
Your running water I adore. 

I love your friendly people, 
And your children even more. 


There the wide spreading fields 
of alfalfa. 

Greet the eyes, with their 
bright rich green, 

While the tall poplar trees 
stretch in long lines between. 

And the blue dome of heaven, 

Smiles o'er all. 

There the fields yield sweet 
corn and potatoes. 

There the grape most luscious 
grows• 

And the young orchard trees, 

Flaunt rare fruit to the breeze. 
Oh, I love you sunny Sunland. 

(Probably written byj an i e Rhe-?d) 
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The purpose of this book is to give some of the 
history of an early 20th Century rural school in an isolated 
valley of California, and a community’s way of life. 

Much remains to be said. Blank pages have been left so that 
contributions by others, perhaps, may be added. Hopefully, 
they will sign their contributions. Many photos of 
school classes were loaned by Hazel Schober for copying. 

As children we found this way of living very rewarding. 

After I went away to school it was not until I 
was at the University of California, Berkeley, in 1926-28 
that I ceased feeling ’’inferior" because of my rural 
education. On Hilgard Hall, carved deeply into that 
building's westerly wall were these words: 

"To Rescue for Human Society the Native 
Values of Rural Life." 


Enid A. Larson 
Big Pine, March 1983 
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RESIDENCES IDENTIFIED 


Beginning one mile west of %• Line St# in Bishop 
at the intersection of Schober (Shirley) Lane and 
proceeding in a south direction# 

On the west side of Sunland Avenue: 

1) John and Louisa Schober 

2) Nib Hall 1 

3) R.J. Schober 

4) Leon Orsier 
Carpenter Lane 

5) F.O. Penny 

6) Lum Yandell 
Lane 

7) Pete Forbes -Munzinger; 

——— Me Ca i n $ / v 1e>° 

Warm Springs Road 

8) J.G. Bryan, west of canal 

9) Alton L. Hall 

10) Joe Rossi 

Turning and going east from Rossi Hill: 

1) Ed White 

2) I.L. Levison 

3) Ed Tichenor 

4) W.H. Alcorn 


1. This cabin was painted red, white, and blue stripes. 

In the 1920's it was moved to Bishop and in 1983 it is 


still in use 





East side of Sunland Ave. 

N.E. corner of Sunland 
and Shirley Lane: 


1) 

A.A. Shirley 

(old Shirley Homestead) 

2) 

Sophia Lille 

3) 

Jim Thomas - 

from Eli Baker 

4) 

O.W. Larson 

5) 

Si Ivy 

6) 

Carter 

7) 

J. D'Vore 

Turning east from Rossi Hill 
(Northslde): 

1) 

Vonderheid 

2) 

Middleton 

3) 

Clapp 

South of Alcorn going east: 

4) 

Johnny Leidy 2 

Warm Springs Road, 
east of Sunland Avenue: 

1) 

Abe Banta 

2) 

Frank Gillespe 


West of Sunland Ave. at corner 
of Sunland & Shirley Lane: 

Charlie Matlick 

Continuing west was: 

"Uncle Buddy" Matlick 


2. He was a drummer boy in the Civil War and he played 


the drums at Memorial Day Parades in Bishop every year 



West of Sunland /We., Carpenter Lane ended at the 


Indian Church on the banks of the canal* 
the canal northwest was: 

Jake Schober housej- Schooler — 


Following 


Keeton 
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THE FOLLOWING IS AN EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE INYO COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING OF FEBRUARY 4, 1908. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded School District to be 
known as Sunland was formed with boundaries as follows: 

shin ? e f^ n iu g at x T he + u°Vi h EaSt corner ofSl| Section 32, Town¬ 
ship 7-33 thence North 1 2 miles to center Section 29, thence West 

ii?;i e Vi hGnCe . No r t 5 2 mile > thence West \ mile, thence North li 
2 ll S S, i t S en +® We fo * mlle ’ thence North 3/4 mile to N. E. Corner 
sA„Ih 1 Se ^ txo " 18 Township 7 Ran<?e 33, thence West 1 mile, thence 

tn wlUt ? lle> h " nCe WeSt ^ mile > thence South £ mile, thence West 
to West line of Township 7, Range 32, thence South 1 3/4 miles to 

3 2* w' n Sectlon 25 Township 7, Range 31, thence West 

% °,i' C ? rner S * w * i Section 27 Township 7 Range 31, 
Thence South l| miles to Township line, thence East to place of 
oeginning. r 
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THE FOLLOWING IS AN EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE INYO COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING OF FEBRUARY 4, 1908. 


Upon motion duly made and seconded School District to be 
known as Sunland was formed with boundaries as follows: 


- h . ? i" g at i he S° u J h East corner of S W \ Section 32, Town- 

® h ?-,! 3 ?h then ^ T e ^orth 1 2 miles to center Section 29, thence West 

2 mile thence North \ mile, thence West \ mile, thence North lj 

5 5% 5®“?? Wef fo * mile, thence North 3/4 mile to N. E. Corner 

S*:; f Section 1.8 Township 7 Ran 9 e 33, thence West 1 mile, thence 

tn w!Ut T 116 ’ l h v UCe ! eSt * mile ’ thence South \ mile, thence West 
to West line of Township 7, Range 32, thence South 1 3/4 miles to 

3 S’ S' n Sectlon 25 Township 7, Range 31, thence West 
ThS™ % t0 +1!* ii‘ ?° rner s - w - ? Section 27 Township 7 Range 31, 
beginning Uth 12 mileS to Townshi P line, thence East to place of 




























































ANNUAL FISH FRY 


This event was held each year at Chinese Gardens 
by Sunland residents on Bishop Creek, usually the last 
of May. Three days in advance the men would go out to 
catch the trout. The fishermen were R.J. SCHOBERS, 

ABE BANTAS, J.G. BRYANS (boys and men). 

Frying pans were brought; the men brought the fish 
that had been cleaned, packed in ice, and wrapped in 
canvass A fire was built in a long trough; a large 
piece of iron served as a stove top; and the cooks lined 
up. Fish were dipped in corn meal and fried in bacon 
drippings. Ice cream freezers were turned and a real 
feast was provided. Temporary tables were boards set 
on saw horses. 

The children played in the creek waters or ex¬ 
plored the dense understory, or walked across on fallen 
logs. 

Chinese Gardens were below Plant 6, south of 
West Line Street. By 1920 this festival was no more. 













HARVEST FESTIVAL 


Each year between at least 1910-1915 in October 
a Harvest Festival with floats, parades, and exhibits 
of produce was held in Bishop. One year produce was 
exhibited in the Courtyard of the Istalia Hotel (See photo) 
(built by J. BORLIND, later run by MR. & MRS. BERT RHINE, 

burned in 1923)• 

Sunland was proud of the fruit and vegetables 
on display. The canned fruit, jams and jelly took many 
blue ribbons in competition throughout the county. 

The school entered a float in the parade each year. 

1) "The Old Lady who lived in a shoe" 

A. JIM THOMAS driving. His son beside him. 

B. LOUISE PENNY as the Old Lady 

C. ENID LARSON and BESSIE BRYAN with heads in 

lower holes by KEY. 
b. CLYDE BRYAN standing on left 
E. Among those on upper deck: 

JOE LEIDY, DORIS TICHENOR, MABEL MC CAIN with hat 

2) Ship: strung with apples on wires. 

A.A. SHIRLEY driving. Two boys: WALTER SCHOBER 
as one boy in sailor's cap, and VICTOR HOGLE(?)• 
MRS. O.W. LARSON prepared the sign. SUNLAND 
letters were made of autumn leaves. 

I've forgotten who painted the waves on the 


canvas covering the sides 
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one Harvest Festival about 1911 had an exhibit of 
a large rock wall with a waterfall and flowing water 
with moss and ferns surrounding. I thought I had never 
seen anything more beautiful or as delightfully cool. 

This exhibit was set up in HALLIDAY'S Blacksmith Shop. 

These exhibits far outshone those of today set at 
the Trl-county Fairgrounds each July. There was always 
a Oueen and her attendants. One year GRACE DEVORE almost 

woru 

The suburbanites who moved out from Bishop brought 
••town ways" and tended to scorn our rural values. This 
diversity was divisive until there was no longer any 
positive direction for community and as such Sunland 
fell before the onslaught of suburbia coupled with the 
rising spectre of the water problems. 
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SUNLAND 


Sunland was a community in which the school was its 
center* Interdenominational religious services were pro¬ 
vided by various traveling Ministers and from Bishop. 

Sunday school was conducted weekly* Thanksgiving and 
Christmas programs and services were held* 

DOC HOWELL once was Santa Claus. He came through a 
window which supposedly had been left open but someone in 
the audience had partly closed it. and as his leg flew up 
for balance his boot shattered the glass. Such a commotion! 

MRS. VAN FLEET lost her husband just before Thanks¬ 
giving one year. When the minister in charge of the Thanks¬ 
giving service asked for testimony of thanks, this elderly 
woman, overweight and overworked, rose to her feet and with 
tears streaming she said "I want to give thanks for having 
had my husband for so many years • • As a child this 
made a great impression upon me. 

History: 

JOE ROSSI came to Bishop from Tonopah. Ms. O.W. LARSON 
knew him there when she taught school in Tonopah. He peddled 
buckets of water from a spring 11 miles away to residents at 
50c a gallon! 

Rossi Hill became a land mark. School picnics were 
often had by the "Loaf of Bread*’ rock at the summit. How we 
loved climbing among the rocks. 


Joe planted a variety of trees and shrubs to see 
which might survive. On the east side of the road he had a 
row of •’Thuja*' evergreens. Among his fruit orchard he had 
Nectarines and a variety of plums. 

He proposed the name "Sunland" and circulated the 
petition for the formation of the school district. The 5 
acres on which the school was built were purchased from 
JAKE SCHOBER. This school district was separated from Warm 
Springs. Among the older students who are remembered going 
to the small, dirt floor 1-room building were: ELLA and 
LEO PENNY, WALTER and HAZEL SCHOBER, the older SILVEY boys 
and their sister LEOLA; the MONROES: ARTHUR and FLORENCE; 

FLORENCE DIXON; and 2 ENLOE boys who were related to RACHAEL 
BRIERLY, the first to receive a Homestead in Inyo. 

The GALEN DIXONS owned acreage that bordered the east 
Canal bank. He began sub-dividing in 5 and 10 acre parcels. 

He could be the first land developer in the Ownens Valley. 

He envisioned Sunland as a suburb of Bishop. Among the 
purchasers from Bishop of these acreages were: 

HENRY MC DONALDS (she had a millinery store in Bishop) 

L.C. HALL - Lawyer. Planted an orchard. 

’’HERZY*’ HERZINGER - Indian Affairs Office with Parrottl 

"DOC” ED HOWELL - Veterinary. 

W.L. ROWAN - Insurance. 

CARTER the Candy Man. 

GEORGE VONDERHEID - Pool Hall 

_ CL1PP - lived north of road below canal near Vonderheids. 





Galen Dixon’s mother was aged yet she was often seen 
walking between this home and MRS HOGLE (her daughter) 

3 miles cross-country» passing the school en route, a sun- 
bonnet, cane and gingham dress* SARAH DIXON, his wife, 
provided board and room for some of the teachers. Their 
children were MARY who married FRANCIS BANTA, and JOHN. 

ED TICHENORS came from Waynesville, North Carolina. 

He became Mentally Ill; had 2 daughters: DORIS who married 
TED OLDS, and HAZEL. Ed suggested and helped build a cistern 
for the school’s drinking water. Up to this time we drank 
from the ditch that brought water to the Larson property 
from the canal. 

ORA BORING insisted on ’’individual” drinking cups for 

each child. We carried collapsable aluminum drinking cups 

in our lunch pails. She also planted seeds of the California 

£ 

Poppy (Esch scholtzia California) our first sighting of 

A 

this flower. 

Springtime was a delightful series of wild flowers 
that grew on the decomposing granite of the alluvium. 

1) Evening snow - Linantus dichotomus filled the air 
with its fragrance. 

2) Da lea with its indigo blue flowers and its strongly 
glandular secretions. 

3) The honeysuckle at LUM YANDELL’S gate. 

4) The Kingbirds that nested in the locust trees above 
that gate, dive-bombed our heads as we walked 


below their nest 




j 


5) The greatest vocalizations were from the Red-Wing 
blackbirds calling from the tules on the Marshes 
east of Thomas-Larson fence line. 

6) Magpie nests were conspicuous after the locusts shed 
their leaves. 

7) Locusts were in heavy bloom by the first week in 
May. The fragrance of their blooms filled the air. 

8) Alfalfa grew best on the decomposing granite of 
Sunland. 

9) Among the reptiles, gopher and racer snakes were 
most common. I never saw a rattler until I went to 
San Jose State College where Dr. Carl Duncan had one 
in a cage. The racers swam across irrigating ditches 
when disturbed. I picked up shed skins of gopher 
snakes for decoration in my tent-room. Once I 

came upon a gopher snake swallowing a large toad, 
one half of body already engulfed, eyes of toad 
bulging. 

10) I never saw a California ground squirrel or a white¬ 
tailed Antelope squirrel. Were these rare in numbers 
or did they not occur in the area of irrigated 

farm lands? 

11) In our woodpile before 1910, the Sagebrush Chipmunk, 
E. Minimus, occurred. About 8 acres of our ranch 
was not under cultivation and had not been cleared 
of Native Vegetation. I put out melon seeds for 
these animals and observed the rapidity with which 
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the seeds disappeared* How quickly they rushed for 
cover and remained out of sight. 

12) I never saw a Spotted Towhee until I was 
at University of Berkeley, yet here in 

Big Pine one is frequently in the yard now. 

13) Juncos (Snow birds) came in flocks after 
a snow fall. 

14) Hummingbirds were common In the summer 
time; also Cottontails and Jack Rabbits. 
Father recognized the Golden Eagle. 

J.G. BRYAN tolled the bell in the school house 
when MRS. L.P. STEVENS’ mother died (MRS. BROCKWAY). 
Services were held, then a long line of horse-drawn 
buggies and wagons followed the hearse to Pioneer 
Cemetery in Bishop for burial. 

ALTON L. HALL frequently was the preacher for 
Sunday afternoon services. His oldest daughter, 
MILDRED, was in high school. He became the chemistry 
teacher at B.U.H.S. GEORGE, FLORA, and LAWRENCE were 
his other children. Their mother was dead before they 
came to Bishop. In 1916 he married BERTHA BRIDGES 
who lived in New York. She sometimes worked at the 
telephone company in Bishop and walked home after work 
(3.5 miles) to their house at the edge of Owens River 
Canal, built by JOHN BULPITT. Often she rested at 
our house and loved a slice of Mother’s freshly baked 
bread (8 loaves twice a week). 






















Indian Queen Peach 



This peach ripened in Autumn; it was freestone, 
unusually sweet, with juice that was "blood red". 


My father, O.W. LARSON, had four of these trees in our 
yard, one of which bore prolifically. The stock for 
this peach came from the Me Dole Ranch on Rawson Creek, 
at the southern edge of what is known as Wilkinson 
tract subdivision. I think JOE ROSSI procured the 
young trees from Me Dole; I am reasonably sure those 
of O.W. Larson were from Me Dole Ranch. 

JOHN SCHOBER recalls as a boy, he and JINNY THOMAS 
crawled over our fence at night to "gather from 
our trees." He remembers these fruits as do I as 
the finest peaches in Owens Valley. 
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H 0 G L E 



MARIAN HOGLE with sons MERLE and' VICTOR 



BENNY HOGLE, 1918 
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OWENS RIVER CANAL 


An account of Sunland would not be complete without reference 
to our CANAL that was our lifeline All acreages in Sunland district 
were watered from the OWENS RIVER CANAL. The water for this canal was 
diverted from the Owens River at a point NNW of Bishop. This canal was 
completed in 1 887 -1888 and was truly a marvel of "pioneer's engineering 
skills". Its bed was so laid to follow the contour of land in order to 
regulate the flow of water as a gentle but continuous stream. Its southern 

limit was south of Keogh's Hot Spring; south of this was the RAWSON DITCH. 

/fi 

A wooden flume carried the OWENS RIVER CANAL water across Bishop 
Creek# 

A zanjero was hired to patrol and distribute the water to stockholders 

according to their owned water shares# 

Cleaning was an annual task, usually done by a series of one-horse drawn 

each 

"si ip-scrapers"—later by Fresno scrapers which were/drawn by a team of 
horses. 

One year the eastern wall of the CANAL broke near Red Hill The cry 
was raised, an appeal for help went out. All canal users assembled with 
men, shovels, horses^and scrapers for repair work A slanting road for 
access into the now drained channel was cut into the west wall so that 
teams and scrapers could bring in the necessary rocks and gravel for 
repair. Each team was closely followed in succession so that as one 
scraper load was dumped, another was close behind Glory bej 
How those teams and men worked^like an unbroken chain^ in close 
cooperation/ Women gathered there by mid-day and by noon had a meal 
ready. By late afternoon water again flowed southward in the CANAL 



Dairy stock on ranches suffered most when in an emergency water was 
denied even for a few hours. 

As children, we watched excitedly the water level rise and reach 
into the bed of our horse-drawn wagon as we drove across "The CANAL . 

There were no bridges, only fordings. Horses sometimes were reluctant to 
ford this stream in periods of "high water"* 

In winter, the CANAL was frozen over and Sunland School children 
often went skating on its deeply iced surface. ART MONROE from Canada 
was expert on skates; he impressed us all. 

In summer children learned to swim in this CANAL There were 
no life guards, but never was there an accidental drowning, even though 
no signs warning of danger were posted We learned in our early years to 

be responsible for our own survival* 

HAZEL SCHOBER recalls that with $ boys, one on either side, holding 
her hands she enjoyed skating on the CANAL I just went "sliding" on the 

i ce* 

After more than 40 years in which no water ran in this CANAL(late 1920' 

to 1969) a most heavy snowpack runoff year forced DWP to divert water 

for 

back into the OWENS RIVER CANAL as a flood control measure / Bishop. On 
my visit that year to the Valley, I witnessed water once again flowing 
in our great CANAL. That was in 19&9t ^ think. 

A heavy snowpack in 1982-83 now lies on the slopes of the Sierra; 
this suggests, at this time of writing, that all the old ditches may be 
called once again into use for carrying excess runoff water this spring 


and early summer. 





















In 1900 this house, built by SHELLY was purchased by 
WOOD LARSON (Coleville, Mono County) when TOM RICKEY "froze 
out" their ranch holdings water rights - On the way down to 
Bishop, WOOD LARSON died of a stroke in Bodie. They had stop¬ 
ped in Bodie to visit Mrs. Larson's mother (ARAMINTA JANE 
LEWELLYN OWENS) and her brother WILL OWENS. Burial was in 

Bodie - A stained glass window in the Methodist Church on 
in Bishop 

Fowler Street/was given in his memory when that church was 
built in 1908. 

Of their children, TESSA, ARTHUR and OWEN lived on ranches 
in the Bishop-Sunland area. 

What is now "Schober" Lane was "Shirley" Lane as it 
became the North boundary of Sunland Avenue. 

OWEN returned from Washington where he had gone to home¬ 
stead an acreage along the OKanogan Riverl When the news reach 
ed him of his father's death - he purchased the N.W.40 acres 
of the Shelly homestead from his mother - laid out ditches, 
cleared the land from the dominant brush, built his own house 
of four rooms and brought his bride, ELVA C. PATTERSON, 1903, 
from Carson City to raise their family along what became known 
as "Sunland Ave." He planted Peruvian Alfalfa and began build 
ing a herd of dairy cows. He had hoped to become a Civil 
Engineer, while at the University of Pacific in San Jose but 
Hut eye problems thwarted his ambition. 

He was an expert accountant and worked in early days 
for Leece & Walterson Hardware store in Bishop. 
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When he built his house, he put down a hand-pumped well. 
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surveyed for ditches which he dug by hand labor with shovel 
and horse drawn slip scraper 

On this acreage a Pauite Indian encampment was establish¬ 
ed, LONG JOHN died here and father took boards to make him 
a coffin from those with which he was building the house. 

Suddenly the Indians moved away. Father was afraid they might 
think his purchase of these acres was the cause of LONG JOHN'S 
death but they showed no violence - just displaced by the 

moving of the whites into Owens Valley, 

SVvfr'W 

North and west of the house was a muddy swamp. On the hill 

A 

south about 500 ft, was a cellar dug into the hillside where 
water dripped continuously and kept the interior cool. The 
entrance was timbered and burlap sacks were used to aid in 
evaporation in the hot summer months, 

J.W. SWALL owned the property adjoining on the North along 
what Is now Highway 395, 

Much of Shelly Hill has been removed in building Highway 
395, In 1982 the Beacon was demolished by DWP and the land 
cleared of all human habitation. The date when this Shelly 
house was demolished remains unknown to me but the Beacon seems 
to have been built in the 1940's on the site of the house in the 
photo, 

ROBERT N. LARSON, Salinas, has the original Shelly Home¬ 
stead papers for the property sold to WOOD LARSON. This certi¬ 
ficate was signed by PRESIDENT BENJAMIN HARRISON to JOSEPH SHELLY. 
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Successive Owners of Che Shelly Homestead 
1900 - MAf 


(Mrs*) Mary Jane Larson sold the ranch, now of 120 acres 
(I think) in 1906-1908 and moved to the newly built home 
in Bishop* 

_ Long* Children: Martin, Marian, Joe and Esther 


attended Sunland School - two older boys were not in school* 

George Garner. 

A.B. Whieldon* Children: Jack and Mary Alice* Jack 
became a medical doctor and lives in Ohio (1980)* Came 
camping in the Sierras yearly until a heart condition in¬ 
terfered. In 1970’s was a frequent visitor to Owens Valley, 
The daughter lives in San Rafael* 

Mrs. Whieldon was from Canada* She died in Walnut Creek- 
Leisure World in the late 1970’s. 
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HOUSE BUILT BY SHELLY AT THE FOOT OF SHELLY HILL, PURCHASED BY WOOD LARSON 




MARY JANE OWENS LARSON 
Mrs Wood Larson 
Bishop> ^31 















Daily Activities: 


O.W. IARSON arose at 4 AM for milking and feeding 
the livestock. The milk was separated in a Galloway 
cream separator with a water-cooled aerator attached 
for immediate lowering of temperature. The cream 
was stored in a burlap covered water-drip cooler until 
transported to Bishop to the Inyo Cooperative Creamery 
where Mt. Whitney brand 2 lb. bricks of butter were 
sent (ice packed) to Los Angeles Market. Los Angeles 
customers paid 2<p per pound higher for Owens Valley 
butter because the deep-rooted alfalfa on which the 
cows were fed gave "better flavor". 

Mother washed and scalded the separator. The 
discs were boiled for sterilization on our wood burn¬ 
ing kitchen stove. All parts were dried and hung 
in the sun for further sterilization. Father put the 
separator back together before milking again in the 
evening* 

All irrigation was done by flooding method (now 
by overhead sprinklers). Miles of walking the ditch 
lines with shovel were required to change the course 
of flows. Large wooden boxes were at ditch junctions 
so that direction of water flow could be controlled. 

A good irrigator who understood water flow was needed 
Sometimes one of the Indians helped. 

We had a hand operated washing machine but 
most washing was done on washboard by rubbing. White 
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We had a hand operated washing machine but 
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clothes were placed in a Copper boiler and boiled on 
the kitchen range. Rinse water was hand pumped. 

Sometimes AMY YANDELL or MINNIE WILLIAMS came 
on wash day to help. One Pa lute woman had a baby in 
a Hoopa which she hung on a branch of a tree. 

All bread was home baked with a yeast starter 
made with potato as the base. This starter was given 
to the family by a Methodist Minister’s wife. 

Grandmother, Tessa, Arthur and Owen borrowed if one 
•’lost” their yeast. About 1 quart of starter was 
needed for our baking of 8 loaves twice a week. 
Dreadfully hot kitchen on baking and washing days. 

V/e fed the hogs the excess milk after the cream 
had been separated. Father butchered our animals. 

Beef meat was placed in empty flour sacks, then hung 
on North side of the house and let up and down by 
pulley as needed. Pork was put in large crocks in 
brine, salt to float an egg, brown sugar and a small 
bit of Saltpeter for preservative. Neighbors shared 
fresh meat at butcherings. We had our own fresh meat 
from October until the warm days of April. 

Hair from the hogs was hand scraped after dipping a 
carcass in boiling water. We made our own sausage and 
head cheese. Sweetbreads, liver, heart were all used. 

Lard was rendered and skin of the hog when freed 
from fat were "Cracklings". Leaf lard was preferred 
and was rendered from the mesentery of the intestine. 
Lard was "sweetened" by frying pieces of raw potato 
with it. 
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Father had dug and cased our well. Sometimes 
we had to hand pump for the cows if anything shut off 
our water supply even for a few hours. 

Father cut, raked, bunched the alfalfa, then 
when cured, loaded onto large wagon and was brought 
to stack near the corral. Then by horse drawn Jackson 
Fork was transferred to the stack. BOB SHAW, Paiute, 
father had trained to work with him as “stacker* . 

We children carried freshly pumped cold water to the 
men as they worked at the stack. 

Once we had trouble getting an Indian to help 
in the hay field. I went over to the Sunland Reservation 
and found JOHNNY POWERS. When he came father said 
“why aren't you in Lone Pine with the movies (making 
Cimmaron in 1922)?“ Johnny said “Me no take off my 
clothes for $20 a day.” 

We seldom got away from the ranch. 

1) To Laws to load coal from the railroad car 
onto our wagon once a year - 2 horses to pull. 

2) Horse to catch, to harness, to drive to Bishop 
or walk. 

3) To Chinese Gardens west of Bishop along Bishop 
Creek for annual Sunland's Fish Fry and Pot luck 
dinner. 

As we children grew, our recreation was primarily 
listening to our parents reading to us - especially 
from the Youth's Companion, a weekly journal. Father 
read Shakespeares Merchant of Venice. Other period- 


















icals were: Review of Reviews, Saturday Evening Post, 
Woman's Home Companion, Ladies Home Journal, Country 
Gentleman, Successful Farming, Hoard's Dairyman 
(Wisconsin publication) San Francisco Bulletin, and 
Inyo Register. 

Among the games in the evening, we played: 
Authors, Flinch, Pit, Nellie Bly and her trip around 
the world in 72 days (Spinner), and Checkers. 

We were never at a loss to entertain ourselves - 


never boredI 






































Haying on the 0. W. Larson Ranch - 1920 - with derrick 

Jackson fork in action 

>'» Larson as stacker, Wilbur Larson operating fork 


HAYING 







Building the retangular stack at the 0. W. Larson Ranch 
Cattle feeder in the left background - Corral in right background 

C * V * Larson as stacker, Robert W. Larson as fork-man on the wagon. 

A land renovator in the foreground 































Home of Mrs. Wood Larson, Grove Street, Bishop. 

1918 

October 

The message on the back came by mail that 
she was well; that every other house in 
Bishop was quaranteened in the "flu 
epidemic. She said "the other Clarke boy 
passed away this morning." 

were forbidden to go Into Bishop unless for 
emergency; then masks over f*ce were required. 







Days Cone By 

Inyo Register, March 18, 1909: 

Service on R.F.D. route No. 1, 
from Bishop post office, will begin 
May 1. The present number of pat¬ 
rons to be supplied is 80 and 
length of the route, through Warm 
Springs and Sunland vicinities, is 
a little more than 18 miles. 

















CATTLE 


GEORGE WATTERSON, brother of WILLIAM WATTERSON 
brought in and developed the first pure blood registered 
Herefords on the Warm Springs Ranch. 

Silos were constructed to ferment corn stalks 
to cattle fodder. Few silos were built in the Valley 
earlier than about 1910. 

One on the SHELLY-LARSON ranch was constructed 
by GARNER, I think. (Demolished before 1960's). 

North of Shirley Lane on Sunland Avenue A.E. LARSON 
built one about 1920 that still stands (1983). 











JULY 1964 JULY 1964 



DAIRYING 


> 



* 




I 











































































^ 5/7 ~T3,a>j\ c+b\ 


t -SM 


^^£*7'.^-. *' *- # v ; > - * % 

. - -. . 

J-:- ‘ssr: ■• ■ •• r . ' r 

Sijo l e l'?^) £ olv n5"&'-| f)€* i k?'' S. 


DAIRYING 


A»ff. j-.d-RS^tt % CP W-AaftS^rt J:*chanl^i ftu-lls for $ira\rf 


Gurnsey Bull - Inyo Prince, registered stock 


Irrigated alfalfa field used for pasture in early fall 
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SHELLY, W. A. 
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BISHOP, Oct. 25—The day of 
the small beekeeper is fast dis¬ 
appearing, 71-year-old W. A. 
Shelly, veteran apiarist of Bish- 

* op declares, but as long as there 

* is any demand for honey in this 
fast moving world of mass pro¬ 
duction, he maintains he will 
still be in the “beesness.” 

Shelly got an early start in 
the beekeeping business as his 
father, Joseph Shelly, was one 
of the men responsible for in- 

* troducing bees to the Owens Val- 
1 ley. 

In 1881, when Shelly was born, 
his father and Rev. Andrew 
Clark journeyed to Olancha 
where they bought two stands 
of bees for $50 and returned to 
Bishop with them. These were 
the first bees brought into the 
valley. 

First Hive in 1893 

The younger Shelly got his 
first hive of bees in 1893 while 
attending the Warm Springs 
School. A swarm of them got 
under one of the window case¬ 
ments at the school building and 
soon began annoying the teach- 
r er and students. 

; Shelly offered to have his fa- 
. ther remove them but he was 
busy at the timg.and the job fell 
> to the son, after^bme hasty in- 
i structions and necessary equip- 
. ment. 

\ From then on it was a full 
time job for young Shelly who 
proceeded to accumulate about 
100 hives which produced as 
high as $800 per year. 

During the years between 1895 
and 1915 honey was said to be 
the third largest crop produced 
in the valley. 

Migratory Beeman 
In 1918 when the \v$tgr jyas 
swiftly being taken atfay and 
the alfalfa and clover disap¬ 
peared, Shelly became a ftiigra- 
tory beemah, taking his winged 
producers, to' more productive 
areas. 

In November he would move 
his bees down to the Santa 
Paula^area, in January to Indio 
and sometimes as far as the 


Salton Sea, in March to Covina 
for the orange bloom, in May to 
Newhall for the button sage, in 
June along the foot of the Sier¬ 
ra for wild buckwheat, in July 
back to Bishop for what alfalfa 
that was left and in September 
up to Mono County for the rab¬ 
bit brush and yellow top. 

He followed much the same 
routine for the next 25 years, 
working as much as 18 hours a 
day during the busy times. 

Shelly said bears can do more 
damage to bees than any of their 
other enemies. They will de¬ 
molish a whole yard in a few 
nights. In Inyo County, how¬ 
ever, skunks are their worst ene¬ 
mies. They will scratch on the 
bottom of a hive until the bees 
swarm over the skunk,' getting 
in its hair, and will then walk 
away from hive, sit down and 
calmly pick out the beer and eat 
them. 
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HIGH SCHOOL DAYS, BUHS, 1920 

Back row: Laura Doty, Warm Springs; Harriet Hightower, Sunland; 
Enid Larson, Sunland; Front row: Leora Stilweil, Bishop; 

Leora Larson, Sunland. 
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SHEEP 


Flocks of sheep were driven northward In the 
spring to feed in Mono County (See Mary Austin’s THE FLOCK 
based on events on the WILLIAM WATTERSON Ranch in Warm 
Springs). 

As children we were excited when the big bands 
came through. First the great clouds of dust, then odor, 
then the leaders with the milling around and bleating. 

We stood at the window and counted the black sheep. 

These were used as Counters (1 black sheep to 100 whites) 


in some flocks 
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WOOL 


In 1918 the price of wool was high and higher. 

JIM THOMAS had his storage shed full. He watched the 
price per pound reach 50c, then continued upward. He 
decided to sell when the price reached 55c per pound. 

It went to 54c, then 543# -- the Mar ket broke and the 
next day dropped to 6 cents per pound! 

Sheep men: JAKE SCHOBER, JIM THOMAS, ORDERS — 
LEON and EVE, and the GIREAU family. (French sheep 
herders were here in the Valley long before the Basque). 
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LEVISON 



Menus for Sunda- Dinner served 
at home in Sealand 
to 

many residents of Bishop 
who 

enjoyed fine food 

$2,50 
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LEVISON, ISAAC L. 


Menu for Sunday Dinner served 
at home in Sunland 
by 

Isaac L* Levison. Chef, and Alathea P. Levison 
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PAIUTES 


SUNLAND RESERVATION 


Sometime after GEORGE CLARKE bought the acreage 
from ORCIERS, it became a federally administered Indian 
Reservation. 

Among those living on the allotments of 2% acres 

were: 

1. TOM and AMY ROBERTS 

They were visitors at our home one evening. 

TCM had a great sense of humor and he was making fun 
of his AMY. Father said "Tom you'd better not say 
those things to your wife or you'll lose her". Tom said 
"Me no lose her. I go to Courthouse in Independence and 
pay $2.00 for her". (License fee) 

2. JENNIE THOMAS 

Her grandson in 1983 is a Silversmith in Bishop, 
married to a Navajo girl. 

3. AMY YANDELL had two children: LILAS and RAYMOND. 
When LILAS died of pneumonia there was a great 

wailing - a roaring noise that could be heard more than 
a mile as the Indians mourned the dead. Was this the 
Cry Dance? 

4. DAVE and IDA WARLIE 

IDA was born in Mono County. She told me her 
mother died when she was born at the Duke Ranch near 
Benton. Her father was JOHN MCBRIDE. Her grandiiiuLliui 
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at Lee Vining raised her. Each year IDA had the best 
garden: corn, tomatoes, melons. They had 7 children. 
Some still live in west Bishop. One boy became a pilot 
i n d w m l r 111 iri in Algiers in World War II. A <9^ 

5. JOHNNY POWERS 

He often worked at our Ranch. 

One day I was driving our horse, Bird, from Bishop. 
As I turned on to Sunland Avenue there were 5 or 6 
Indian children coming back from school. Just as I 
got opposite this group, DANNY WARLIE broke from the 
group and ran across the road, passing under the belly 
of the horse. How the front wheel of my buggy or the 
hooves did not strike him. I’ll never know. I was so 
frightenedl 

One of the older Indians was OLD JOEJ He came to 
our house often asking for food "ME HEEP BIG HOOGADIE"! 
This word was taught to the Bishop Paiutes by the China¬ 
man who ran a restaurant in Bishop (Note: this was NOT 
a Paiute word). 

We were friendly with MOSE WAYLAND and HARRISON 
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Sometimes as I walked home from school in Bishop, 
an Indian would give me a ride in his wagon. 

Mahalas (Indian women) were never called “Squaws". 
This is a vulgar term. They used to sit on the board 





















at Lee Vining raised her. Each year IDA had the best 
garden: corn, tomatoes, melons. They had 7 children. 

Some still live in west Bishop. One boy became a pilot 
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w r t a k 11 in Algiers in World War II. * ° 

5. JOHNNY POWERS 

He often worked at our Ranch. 

One day I was driving our horse, Bird, from Bishop. 
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walk at Marks and Cohen store/in front of FRED 
BULPITT’s store. 

Others living above the canal: 

1. BOB SHAW 

Was a real friend and helped us in haying 
season ■ $2.00 per day and meals. In 1925, after 
more than 20 years close association, father and 
Bob had a sad farewell when the ranch was sold to 
the City of Los Angeles in the water troubles: 

Bob said ”By’em by, mabe I saddle my horse and 
come over to see you someday.” 

2. JACK SHAW 

He bought some hay for his horse and paid 
up with 50 pounds of pine nuts. Once his wife threw 
a stick of wood at him as he knelt in prayer in 


Indian Church 





SCHOOL 


The first school trustees were: 
JOE ROSSI 
R.J. SCHOBER 
O.W. LARSON 


SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

Each Christmas we had a party. When MRS. MAMIE 
CLARKE was teacher she gave the children each a present. 

My first year’s present was a miniature teapot with a 
small vial of perfume. The next year she gave us each 
an 1847 Rogers silver plated teaspoon with our last 
name initial. The next year the gift was a different 
patterned teaspoon with the initial of our first name 
engraved. I cherished these and still use them in 1983. 

On February 14 we had a Valentine's box and usually 
made our own "hearts". Later, as we grew older, 5-cent 
sheets were given to one another. "You're sour as a 
pickle. . .". Some of the individual cards were beautiful, 
some were ugly and unkind. One child was chosen to 
deliver the cards; no one was forgotten. 

SCHOOL TEACHERS 

MAMIE CLARKE, a large woman, came to the Valley 
before 1890. She was the second teacher at Sunland. 

She taught four years at Sunland; the first year she 
drove horse and buggy from town. After she became 
County Superintendent of Schools she had a Model T Ford. 












DORIS TICHENOR once wrote that she remembered 
MRS. CLARKE milking the mare at recess time. The horse 
was unharnessed when she arrived and re harnessed at 
the end of the school day. Sometimes the boys helped. 

MRS CLARKE was an authoritarian teacher, strict 
disciplinarian, and kept the older boys in line with 
methods that frightened us younger children. 

1) She put JOHNNY SCHOBER, JIMMY THOMAS, and 
JIM IRWIN in a large waste paper basket and shoved it 
under her desk. 

2) She told me "to turn around and finish my 
arithmetic or she would take me by the nose, whirl me 
around her head three times and throw me out the window*'. 

3) She derided the slower learners. 

4) She picked up JOHNNY SCHOBER by the collar and 
cuff of his Levis and whirled him like a windmill - all 
his possessions in pockets fell on the floor. 

5) Once ARTHUR SMITH (GOLDIE STONE'S half brother) 
in 8th grade hit little BESSIE BRYAN; she came in after 
recess crying. So MRS CLARKE had Bessie go get a willow 
switch and beat on Arthur who just sat and grinned as 
Bessie gently struck him several times. 

6) She pried JOHN SCHOBER*S mouth open and put 
wooden match sticks between his teeth to make him open 
his mouth when he tried to read aloud. 

In spite of all this^students respected her and with 
all 8 grades together learned a great deal. 












TOLERANCE 


Racial intolerance was shown toward the Indian 
children enrolled in our school* HR. J. THCMAS, rancher, 
arrived one morning and at recess drove the Paiute 
children from the school grounds with a black-snake 
whip. As small children we were terrified. 

Afterward, although residents of the district, 
the Paiute children attended a government Indian school 
in West Bishop. 

ERNEST GREEN in 1973 at our 50th reunion of the 
High School Class of 1923 still felt keenly about having 
been discriminated against in Sunland because of skin 
color. His father, ED GREEN, was married to ADDIE SAIS, 
Mexican ancestry. Of their children, George had dark 
skin, ERNEST and ROSWELL had olive skin, and RANDOLPH 
the youngest had dark tan skin. They lived in the 


Scinch 


of Shelly hill 


HOGLE house 


GEORGE died in his early 40*s after doing a remark¬ 
ably accurate survey job for the Metropolitan Water 
District canal construction in Imperial Valley. RANDOLPH 
died of a stroke in the early 1970’s, at his home near 
Redding, California. ERNEST became a pharmacist, and 
lives in Merced, 1982, and often visits the Owen p Valley 
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DAILY PROGRAM 
6th Grade 


MONDAY: 1. Arithmetic 

2. English 

3. Reading 

4. Hygiene 

5. Oral Spelling 

TUESDAY: 1. Arithmetic 

2. English 

3. History/Reading 

4. Geography 

5. Written Spelling 

WEDNESDAY: 1. Arithmetic 

2. English 

3. Reading 

4. Hygiene 

5. Oral Spelling 

THURSDAY: 1. Arithmetic 

2. English 

3. History/Reading 

4. Geography 

5. Written Spelling 

FRIDAY: 1. Varied Program 





















ORA BORING was the next teacher. She was an out¬ 
standing example of a teacher who instilled a love of 
learning, an ambition in children to Improve, and above 
all, she respected each individual and developed their 
feelings of self worth. JOHN SCHOBER had been ridiculed 
for his slowness. With MISS BORING he was given oppor¬ 
tunities to show what he could do. He constructed a 
steam engine on the ditch bank and showed the school its 
power. He built a water wheel out of tin cans and ran it 
by diverting ditch water. Later^on Bishop Creek at 
Schober Lodge he built a water wheel that furnished power 

for the Lodge (see photo). 

MISS BORING saw the need for music In the school 
and got the community to hold a Box Lunch Social to raise 
money for the purchase of a Victrola and records. She 
held a Letter Writhing Contest for the best written letter 
to order the Victrola. LEORA LARSON's letter was chosen 
to be sent. Finally the day came that the machine arrived. 
Much excitementl 

She planted wildflower seeds around the school. 

She came down with pneumonia during the heavy winter 
of 1915-16 and had to leave. She taught at Castelleja 
School in Palo Alto the next year. When I went to work 
at Stanford University in 1933, she had retired, and was 
translating a book of the Bible from Greek into English. 
She died in 1937 in Palo Alto. Her life was an inspir- 


at ion to others 
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Her second year brought i lARRY - -B EST to teach the upper 
grades. He developed a Physical Education program. He 
fell In love with FRANCES TE/ft. and even forgot to dismiss 
our line of March at recess, one day. So we all sang as 
he ran down the hill to her house (LUM YANDELL house): 
Besty, Besty so they say 
Goes a courting night and day. 

Sword and Pistol at his side 
Takes Miss Frances for his bride. 

He used to sit on the edge of a table. One day a boy 
sneaked up behind him and lassoed his foot, then tied it 
to the leg of the table so that he fell when he got up. 

One teacher introduced us to the idea of "elements" 
and showed us the difference in weight of mercury compared 
to the weight of water. She told us mercury was the 
heaviest known substance on earth. 

ROBERT LARSON remembers that when in review she asked 
what was the heaviest substance known JOHNNY SCHOBER 
said slowly, "a great big granite boulder"! 

Some of the boys hated school routine. One day 
they placed a small charge of dynamite in the chimney 
clean-out with a long fuse. We came in from recess and 
suddenly there was an explosion that blew soot and ashes 
out of the stove all over the room. For punishment, the 
boys were required to clean up the soot. 

MISS ROE washed RANDOLPH GREEN's mouth out with soap. 
When he came out he said to us, "It didn't hurt none, 
just soap to spit out"! 
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I am sorry that early records of the Department 
of Motor Vehicles have not been maintained for 
historical purposes. Registrations as far back as 
1914-1915 are not available for reference to the 
department today. A historical researcher might 
have some luck in ransacking old archive warehouses. 
But we have no clues to indicate that such an identifica¬ 
tion as you ask for could be located. 

It is a shame that the matter of economy in storing 
of records has resulted in loss of some historical data 
that today is gaining in interest and value. 


Sincerely, 




NICHOLAS E. WYCKOFF 
Information Officer 


NEW:eh 
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SUNLAUD SCHOOL 



Salaries 


508-09 

Miss Rhead 

$ 70.00 

910-11 

Mrs* M* A* Clarke 

80*00 

WW5 

Miss Ora Boring 

fi/eito. Best - 

Mr* HaBest 

100*00 

85.00 


Mrs. 0. V. Larson 

95.00 

916-17 

Miss Myrtle Roe 

95.00 


Miss Mae Jenkins 

85.00 


SUNLAND SCHOOL 
Teachers 












. _ _j 

M*" ’ P14&MX- -Tiue* $4Ai#UA (<?/ 7 




V ' « 

'•• .' I 


i 

->• '„• 


1916-17 

1917-18 

1918- 19 

1919- 20 

1920 - 21 


Mi 8s Susie Hhead 
Miss Susie Hhead 
Mrs* M* A* Clarke 
Mrs* M* A. Clarks 
Mrs. M* A* Clarks 
Mrs. M. A. Clarke 
Miss Ora Boring 

Miss Ora Boring and Mr* Best 

Mrs. 0* ¥. Larson taught when Miss Boring he came 
ill with pneumonia 

Miss Mae Jenkins and Miss Myrtle Hoe 

Miss Mae Jenkins and Miss Myrtle Roe 

Miss Anita Patterson taught after January when 
Miss Mae Jenkins left to he married 

Miss Elinore Parker and Miss Nell Ray 

Miss Anita Patterson taught after Miss Ray left 
in mid year* 

Mrs* Bolton and Miss Anita Patterson 

Mrs* Va^ld War taught when Mrs* Bolton left in 
mid yearj also in lizo- 

Miss Helen Zelso and Mrs. E* Lodge 

Luella Cox name also appears on the roll hook as 
teacher of Hygiene and Heading and Business during 
March and April 


On September 21* 1921 all funds of Sunland School were transferred to 
Bishop Conoslidated Elementary 

The following teachers were graduated from Bishop Union High School! 

Miss Susie Rhead, Jfyrtle Roe and Mae Jenkins* Susie Hhead taught in 1907-08 
in Pish Springs before coming to Sunland* 

Miss Ora Boring was graduated in the first class from Stanford University* 














SUNLAND SCHOOL 


Attendance 

1908- 09 Average Daily Attendance 

1909- 10 Average Daily Attendance 


Total days taught 


SUNLAND SCHOOL 
Expenditures 

Prom County of Inyo* Ledger B — 1902^12 

1906 


State money allotted to Sunland 

$ 271.00 

J. Schober - for lot for new school 

50.00 

0. W. Larson - for plans 

2.50 

1909 

Sunland Library Pund 

22.41 

Piano - Wiley - Baldwin 

25.00 

Sunland Building Pund 

5,000.00 

1913 

Ed Tichenor - for Cistern 

77.92 


160 

SUNLAND SCHOOL 
Vouchers 

1912-13 Mrs. M. A. Clarke* Teacher 

The following names appear on the voucher list to idiom payments fo 
Sunland School expenses were made: 

Silvey 
Cohn 

Watterson 
Staith 
Larson 
Mat lick 
Nelligan 

Leece & Watterson 
Long 
Bryan 

Hose _ . - 


191^15 

Total School expenses* exclusive of salaries 


1,138.13 
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1915 

Left to right 
TOP ROW 

Bill Banta 
Victor Hogle 
Jimmy Thomas 
Clyde Bryan 
Wilbur Edwards 


?nd ROW 

V* 

Ha/el Schober 
Florence Dixon ? 
Louise Penny 
Velma Alcorn 
Esther Banta 


FIFTH ROW 


Gladys McCain 
Robert Banta 
Lloyd Alcorn 
Walt Schober (with 
Vera Matlick 

SIXTH ROW 

Marguerite Blaney 


Flora Hall 
Harold Schober 




hat) 


THIRD ROW 
Mabel McCain 


Gladys Matl ick 
Enid Larson 
Leora Larson 


FOURTH ROW 

Bessie Bryan 
Vida Stevens 


FIFTH ROW 

-i-___ 

Gladys McCain 
Robert. Banta 
Lloyd Alcorn 
Walt Schober (with hat) 
Vera Mati i c K 


Not identified in 198^ but 
this picture should have 
included: Kenneth Fortune 
Ada Fortune 

(Fortunes rode a donkey down 
from the Chipmunk Mine 
in Curtain Canyon) 


Curtis Cline 

(He stuttered and used to cry 
when we cal led him 
"TURTUS'9 

"My name is not Turtus, it 
l s j - T - TURTUS" 












































SHETLAND SCHOOL 
Boll 


1918-19 - Boll bock signed by Anita Patterson and Hell Bay 

Groups in primary division not arranged wholly ty grade 


Alcorn, Marie 


Banta, Alfred 

Matlick, Vera 


Cory, Barbara 

Price Louise 


Johnson, Bernard 

Rowan, Evelyn 


Matlick, Lloyd 

Shelly, Carrie 


Moore, Byron 

Schober, Mildred 
Swartfeger, Marguerite 


Moore, Florence 

Matlick, Kenneth 


Alcorn, Ray 

Montgomery, George 


Johnson, George 

Schober, Laura 

Edwards, Carmen 

Gillespie, Verna 


Tichenor, Easel 
Shelly, June 

Hall, Lawrence 


Banta, Eric 

Rowan, Vivian 


Cory, Helen 

Shirley, Donna 


Dixon, Jennie 
Gillespie, Verna 

Alcorn, Ray 


Hall, Lawrence 

Dodge, Cyril 


Matlick, Kenneth 

Johnson, Bernard 


Powers, Wesley 

Johnson, George 

% 

Price, Newton 

Price, Newton 


Rome, Robert 

Shelly, June 

Tichenor, Hazel 


Rowan, Vivian 

Edwards, Carmen 
Hess, Elwyn 
Matlick, Vera 
Montgomery, George 
Powers, Lueile 
Schober, Laura 
Swartout, Gladys 
Shumate, Marion 




Out of district students in attendance! Donna Shirley and Ada Fortune 

SUHLAND SCHOOL 
Boll 


1919-20 - Boll book signed by Mrs. Bolton & Mrs. War 
5th Grade 


6th Grade 


Alcorn, Marie 
Hess, Mildred 
Moore, Pearl 
Price, Louise 
Bowan, Evelyn 
Schober, Mildred 
Shelley, Carrie 
Fortune, Ada 


Banta, Robert 
Edwards, Wayne 
Gillespie, Robert 
Larson, Wilbur 
Leidey, Joe 
Moore, Bruce 
Schober, Harold 
Keeton, Delpha 


7th Grade 




8th Grade 


Coxy, Lloyd 
Fortune, Kenneth 
Greene, Randolph 
Hall, Flora 
Larson, Robert 
Price, Jfcrron 
Schober, Arthur 
Shelley, Alfred 


Edwards Hubert 
Hopkins, Luella 
Matlick, Gladys 
Rowan, Melvin 
Schober, John 
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SCHOOL 


Uni 

A valentin* sent to Hazel Schober ty Enid A. Larson in let Grade 

1911-12 




















Inyo County Elementary Schools 

REPORT CARD FOR 5tli, 6th, 7th, and 8th GRADES 


..-r.Grade 



Report of QC* . 

from .J&A .to 


Studies 

1st Mo. J 

2d Mo. 

|3d Mo. 

sr 

& 

B 

p 

9 

g 

O 

s 

P* 

B 

o 

9 

g 

O 

9 

9th Mo. 

Spelling . 

.1. 


JL 

JL 


JL 

JL 

A. 

...... 

Word building .... 

z 

— 


JL 



JL 

— 

— 

Mental Arith. 

— 

. 

— 

. 

. 

. 

— 

. 

. 

Arithmetic_ 

z. 

j... 

J... 

L. 

JL 

JL 

JL 

L 

. 

Grammar .. 

z. 

.£ 

Af.. 

lr... 

J... 


JL 

L 

— 

Composition .. 

— 

. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

JL 

— 

Reading and Lit 


— 



. 

— 

1. 

L. 


Memory Work .... 








L 


Geography . 

JL 

J... 


JL. 

Z* 

A. 

J... 

j... 

...... 

History . 

.2, 

Jr. 

J:... 

/.... 

/... 

J... 

. 

. 

— 

Civics . 

— 

A. 


JL 

A 

—. 

h 

...... 


11 v idene 










Business Forms 










Penmanship . 

JL 

A. 

J.:. 

2:. 

A- 

JL 

3. 

3... 

...... 

I) raw in if 

.jL 

A. 

3.t 

3... 

3. 

A. 

3.. 



1 / I Cl iv •••••••••••••• 

Music 








Deportment . 

A. 

,2c 

2.t 

Al 

JL 

JL 

J... 

JL 

. 

Application . 

j... 


JL 

L 

./... 

.1... 

.JL 

/ 

. 

Neatness .... 

JL 

JL 

3l 

J:.. 

Z. 

Jr.. 

J:. 

JL 

...... 

Da vs Absent . 

0.. 

A. 

.0... 

a. 

A. 

JL 

/... 

a... 

. 


1 denotes excellent work. 2 denotes good work. 
3 passable 4 unsatisfactory. 

5 shows very poor work and unless groat improve¬ 
ment is made promotion at the end of the term is im- 

j^osMhlo^^^^^^ — ^ mm 



Bishop Union High School 


QUARTERLY AND ANNUAL REPORT 


or . 


. Grade, 


For the School Year 


.. <3..L 


Parent or Guardian is requested to examine this re | 
port carefully, each page, and to acknowledge its re- 
ceipt by signing below. Kindly return at once. 


2d Quarter 


SIGNATURE OF PARENT OR Gl AROIAN 


1st Quarter 


IE OF PARENT ( 



i 


3d Quarter 

4th Quarter 



in 
































































Inyo County Elementary Schools 

REPORT CARD FOR 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th GRADES 


y 

Rej 

froi 


METHOD OF GRADING: 

1 — Admirable. Grade from 90 to 100 

2 — Excellent. Grade from 80 to 90 

3 — Grade from 70 to 80 

4 — Grade from 60 to 70 

5— Grade below 29 60 

Any Grade lower than 3 not honored by promotion 


N. B. This mark X is placed opposite trait to which 
attention is called. 


DEPORTMENT 

l! 1st | 

2d 

3d 

4th 

STUDIES 

|i Qr. : 

Qr- j 

Qr. 

1 Q r - 


A\ ’g Credit 

m * 







Annoys Others 
Whispers Too Much 
Shows Improvement 
Very Good 


attitude toward 

SCHOOL WORK 

1st 

Qr. 

2d 

Qr. 

3d i 

Qr. j 

4th 

Qr. 

Indolent 




1 

.1 

Wastes Time 




.1 

Work is Carelessly Done 




.| 

Copies; Gets Too Much Help 




.| 

Gives Up Too Easily 





Shows Improvement 





Very Commendable 





RECITATIONS " i 


.1 

1.......J 

1 

Comes Poorly Prepared 


1 

.1 

1 1 

1 1 

r.. i 

Appears Not to Try 




::j 

Seldom Does Well 




1 

i 

Inattentive 




1 1 

1 

Promotion in Danger 




1 1 

Capable of Doing Much Bettor^ 




1™ 1 

Work Shows a Falling Off 




i. 1 

1 . 

Work of Grade Too Difficult 




1 

1 ! 

Showing Improvement 




.1 

Very Satisfactory 

II 

1 ' 



CONDUCT 

II ' 

1 

1 

1 

Restless; Inattentive 

II 

1 

1 


Inclined to Mischief 

II 


1 


Rude; Discourteous at Times 

ii'"' 

V" 

1 

'J. 




n 
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INTO COUNTY ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

REPORT CARD FOR 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th Grades 

OUj aAjlCCiAj- :- _District —rj-XAlGrade 

of DufiJtJarJ —1— 

9.^0. 


Report 


from 



STUDIES 


Spelling 


Wordbuilding 
Mental Arith... 

Arithmetic _ 

Grammar- 

Composition - 
Reading and Lit 
Memory Work 
Geography . 

History - 

Civics _ 

Hygiene — 


Mo Mo. Mo. 


Business Form 
Penmanship 
Drawing .... 

Music _ 

Domestic Scienc 
Man’l Training.. 

Deportment - 

Application - 

Neatness - 

Days Absent . 


4th iSth 

o.l Mo-1 Mo. 


Mo. .Mo.I Mo Mo 


*2l 

St 


at. 

St.. 

it 

?! 

Sc. 



Si. 


2>. 

A 

a.. 

St 

?t 

_ 

I. 

It 

Si 


Si¬ 

Sr 

/- 

/- 

_ 

X 

It 

2i 


lt.. 

2±. 

It. 

)- 

_ 

4 

a,.. 


.CL. 

£ + 

At 

At. 

2.1 


2 

ii- 



&. 

A... 

2j.. 

&.... 

_____ 

Cl. 

Si. 

ai 

A. 

A. 

X... 

2t 

l.z 

__ i 



a.? 

&L 

At.. 

3+ 

h 

/- 

_ 

SL 

%L 

&..L 

It 

At 

2 

It 

& 

_ 

X. 

.?_r. 

zLt 

£kt 


4t 




CL 

At. 

jj. 

Ah 






1 


it 

At. 

2 


.Xjj 

C 

. 1 



2x 

CL. 

a. 

2.. 

a.. 

& 

— - 1 

1. 

ii 

X... 

3±. 

.at 

2_. 

3 

2. 


1. 


Oj 

A 



A 

a 


3_ 


o 

Se_ 

A.. 

4_ 

3 

2- 

a.. 










. i 

X 

5i. 

5.. 

. 2 ... 

5.: 

2 

3.z 

a: 

...... 


1+ 


•2*.. 

Al 

a.. 

a. 

5.. 

...... 

CL 


4... 

&... 

H 5 - 

At 

4_ 

3b 

H 

o 

— 

ft 

o 

te. 

O 

0 

L- 



1 denotes excellent work. 2 denotes good work. 

3 passable. 4 unsatisfactory. 

5 shows very poor work and unless great improve¬ 
ment is made promotion at the end of the term is 
impossible. 


V) it 

JSMLlL 


liiak 


..Teacher. 


, . - 

Promotion In all grades above the wecond will be 

/ * W. 

based on daily work and written tests, the combined 
result of which is shown each month on this card. 

In the first and second grades the dally work is 
made the basis for'promotion. 

I.t o a x , 

Principal. 




NAME OF PARENT OR GUARDIAN 



8th Month 


9th Month 


72 
















































































SCHOOL 



J 


1921 

First School Bus - Sunland to Bishop Consolidated 
George Rome, Driver 

SUBLAND SCHOOL 

The end 

Bishop, July 6, 1921 

"It was decided to leave the sahool "buildingiin the Warms Springs 
and Sunland districts for social centers, and the Sunland "building to 
"be under the supervision of A* L. Hall * . , " 


Signed} C. 0 . Leicham, Clerk 


























Kenneth and Lloyd Matlick 


TRANSPORTATION 


The 0. W» Larson family 
1916 


• V £• 

.w. ; • 


VttV' 


1917 

Dodge 


s automible owned by the R. J. 

Sz 


























JULY 1964 


TRANSPORTATION 



1919 


A barnstorming aeroplane — first in Owens Valley after 
World War I. Price: $10.00 for a 10-minute ride. 

No landing strip. Used the flat surface of alfalfa 
pasture for landing and takeoff on the Jim Thomas ranch. 
Sunland Avenue lined with Lombardy populars in the background. 

(Photo taken by Enid A. Larson, Eastman Brownie Camera) 






































































WINTER 1915 - 1916 


An unusually heavy snowfall came in late 
December that closed all roads in the northern 
end of the Valley. It snowed 2 full days and 
3 nights without let up. Christmas morning 
dawned clear. Since it was Christmas and we 
were under at least 4 feet of snow the men de¬ 
cided to wait a day before hitching up teams 
to wagons to "break road"! That night the 
temperature dropped to 3 degrees below zero. 

December 26 dawned clear and cold in a 
sparkling world with a heavy crust on the snow. 
No horses could be used! For more than six 
weeks roads were closed and we walked on the 
crust over fences, no wires or posts visible. 
All brushes were covered and the expanse of 
white was awesome. 

Cows on our ranch had huddled that night 
beside the haystack. Cream had to be man¬ 
power hauled on barrel stave homemade sleds to 
Inyo Creamery for several weeks. 

It was exhilarating as we walked on the 
crust and all reminiscences from Sunlanders, 
yea, even now in the 1980’ mention the exper¬ 
ience of "walking over fences and bushes." 

ORA BORING, teacher, walked on the crust 
to Bishop, from the GALEN DIXON home where she 
boarded, to consult with WILLIE CHALFANT at 
Inyo Register on an historic item concerning 
Owens Valley. Apparently due to the low day¬ 
time temperature she came down with pneumonia, 
and had to be replaced. MRS O.W. LARSON, 
trained at University of Nevada, finished out 
the term with 

In winter we children learned to wrap our 
shoes in burlap (sacks) in order to walk 
through snow. Once a week we sat around the 
kitchen stove and rubbed our shoes with mutton 
tallow to prolong the life of the leather. 




































































































This card was sent to Florence Jourdan, sister of Ora Boring 
"looks just so nov. The other side of the Valley is white too 

ShJ the eastern range is twice that distance. We ^ 

white in the ralley, too, now." Xnas, 1915 Signed* Ora! 




BORING, ORA 


This card was written by Ora Boring to her sister, Florence 
in New Mexico* 

Thank you for the little wortc^bag which has already proved 
a treasure and the case which I hope to use on Apr. 30 on my 
way home. There are a good many pheasants. They are all 
wild—-i.e. bred in the open where they were freed some 
years ago. They are not so wild as the quail but are not 
domesticated. They thrive here. 

Our lowest temp, has been 3°- but that lasted only a short 
time. Had a good deal of 18° - 20° in Dee. and Jan.* 

Signed* Ora 

Written and mailed in February, 1915 
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Chorus of “OVER THERE’' 

Over there, over there, 

Send the word, send the word over there, 

The Yanks are coming, the Yanks are coming, 

The drums rum-tum-tumming ev’rywhere. 

So prepare, say a pray’r. 

Send the word, send the word to beware, 

We* 11 be over, we’re coming over. 

And we won’t come back till it’s over, over there! 
Over there! 

Compliments of HARRY HOLLAND 


Flag pole Raising 
Center Main & Line Streets 
in Bishop - April 6, 1913 
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SUNLAND IMPROVEMENT CLUB 


Someone gave several small trees to be planted on 
the school grounds* The Club met and there was disa¬ 
greement where the trees should be planted. 

ELSIE BANTA remembers that while the arguments 
went on, her father, HENRY BANTA and JOE ROSSI(?) 
sneaked out and planted the trees - no more argument. 

R.J. SCHOBER cut a pine tree and prepared the 
trunk for a flagpole. The trustees were present when 
the flagpole with a gilded ball atop was raised and 
bolted to a well braced base. 

Play equipment was installed on the grounds: 

teeters, swings, travelling rings, swinging chinning 

s 

bars, and flying ring/on a central pole like a Maypole. 

Some of these are now considered dangerous -- es¬ 
pecially when a child was knocked down by a swing in 
motion; sometimes a child would jump from one end of a 
Teeter-totter and let the other end fall. 
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JOHN SCHOBER 

John Schober, self taught, developed his 
mechanical skills and continues in 1983 to be 
a genius in building out of discarded scrap. 

He still drives a 1941 truck and fashions it’s 
needed parts. 

As a 6th grader in Sunland he served as a 
worker on a construction job at Deep Springs 
College that built two cement Silos. These sti 1 ! 
stand on the ranch there. 

He planned and with his brothers constructed 
the pictured water wheel that generated power 
for lights at Schober Lodge on the south fork 
of Bishop Creek, below South Lake. 




































































TRACTION ENGINE 


At Controls - F.O. Penny 

Standing - R.J. Schober 

Seated - Walt Schober 

Caboose filled with wood for fire box. This engine ran on steam 
power and required a large water tank. 

HISTORY: 

This traction engine was brought to the Owens Valley in the late 
1890's. After hauling freight for Edison Power Co., it freighted from 
Railroad Station at Laws. It was then taken to Saline Valley and was 
in use there in the building of the Tramway. Later it was used at 
Casa Diablo. 

It was immobilized in the yard of R.J. Schober, along Sunland Ave., 

49 

and was not infrequently fired up to run short distances. Finally it 
was sold for scrap iron after John Schober removed the water tank. 

As it came "snorting along the road" horses drawing wagons were in 
panic, often running away. Once,mother (Mrs. O.W. Larson) was driving 
our horse, "Chief", and we children were with her. As we came over 
the brow of Shelly Hill, there was the traction engine moving toward us. 
Our horse stopped, snorted and blew. Mother had us children get out of 
the wagon for safety. Then she tried to get the horse moving ahead. He 
would have none of it. In a flash, he whirled and started a speedy re¬ 
treat. Thankfully our wagon was not overturned! The men recognized our 
trouble; I think they turned off the noisy engine, and with "Chief" making 
a wide detour, snorting and trembling, we somehow passed. 

The horses in the valley also showed fear in by-passing this engine 
when it was not moving. The engine was quite a sight to watch as it 
moved and we children always ran out to watch as it spewed forth smoke, 
hissed steam and moved clumsily along the road. 


103 




electricity 


The roar of the turbines generating electricity 
was the high point to a visit to the Southern Edison's 
power plants. We were hopeful of our rural area having 
electric lights - but no. It cost $500.00 to have a 
transformer installed at a ranch, and most ranchers 
could not afford this price. So we stayed with Kerosene 
lamps, later gasoline Mantled lamps that pumped up to 
develop pressure, or Aladdin lamps that had Mantles. 

No energy for a washing machine or a refrigerator - so 
we did without - even to 1925. 
















































DISEASE 

The ROBINSONS, a migrant poor family with several 
children, at least two of which were retarded, arrived 
in the district in 1914-15. Clothes, bedding and food 
were collected to help them. 

They brought with them a skin disease diagnosed as 
Impetigo. This infection ran rapidly through our 
school. 

MISS BORING, the teacher, procured from a doctor 
in Bishop a Zinc-Ammonium ointment and treated each 
child. Heavy, large sores developed on feet of bare¬ 
footed children. LAURA SCHOBER had a large scab of this 
in her hair so that some of her beautiful curls had 
to be cut away at scalp-level. 


































1918 FLU 


Although Owens Valley is known to have suffered 
the highest per capita death rate of any place in 
America from this flu, no one from Sunland died. 

This epidemic was deadly to the middle age group 
from 25-42. For two months we were forbidden to go into 
Bishop without a "mask , '» MR. LEVISON said that the 
best preventive was to eat green peppers and get as 
much sunshine as possible. Green peppers are known 
today to contain the highest content of Vitamin C of 
any fruit or vegetable. 

One doctor prescribed asprin for his patients. 

Of these about 90% went into pnemonia and died. Another 
doctor gave no medicine but prescribed staying in bed 
and taking in great amounts of liquid. His patients 
came through 100%. 

DR. DORRANCE prescribed a solution for gargles 
of: 1 teaspoon carbolic acid, 1 teaspoon table salt, and 
1 teaspoon baking soda in a quart of water for quinsy 
and other forms of sore throat. This was affective. 

A darkened room was imperative with children with 
measles. 

DR. DORRANCE also treated arthritis and rheumatism 
at Coso Hot Springs mud baths. This was used for gener¬ 
ations by Indians, was bought in early 1900’s by a doctor 
in Chicago, and later owned by W.W. WATTERSON. 





























LONGEVITY 


A surprising number of "old timers" in the Owens 
Valley lived and some are still living long lives. 

Here are the records of a few. 

MRS MC GEE, died in the 1960’s, Merced, in her 
104th year. (103) 

ARLIE BRIERLY lived into his 98th year. (97) 

MRS TESSA LARSON SHIRLEY died in Fontana and 
lived into her 100th year. (99) 

MRS ED MC CAIN (MYRTLE WILKERSON) is living in 
Idaho (1983) in her 98th year. 

MRS A.B. WHELDON died in the late 1970’s. (94) 

ELVA LARSON (MRS O.W. LARSON) died in San Jose 
in 1969 and lived into her 94th year. (93) 

MRS MARY CHRISTINA BANTA lived into her 94th 
and died in Oroville, Ca. (93) 

MR GEORGE CLARKE, died near Merced, Ca. (90) 

JOE ROSSI lived past 90 years old. 

MRS ELLA PENNY BROWN, Bishop, is living past 91 
and is still active in 1983. 

MR J.G. BRYAN, Paradise, Ca., lived into his 96th. 
MARY WATTERSON GORMAN (MRS VAL GORMAN) is still 
active in Bishop Rest Home after more than 50 years on 
Oak Creek, Independence. (94) 

MRS IDA KISPERT SHELLY died near Bishop 96+ years 
in the mid 1970's. 

VASE CLINE 
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ADDITIONAL RESIDENTS 


Gone but not forgotten: 

W.L. LEFFINGWELL, a surveyer. 

HENRY GERKIN, his vinyard and orchard (now Wilderson's) 
is a name on a road. 

_ MC DOLE and his fruit ranch (DWP). 

SHORTY GILLISPE 

WALTER WALKER; FRED WALKER - I do not know their 
relationship. 

_ MC CONNELL, planted an apple orchard. 

_ ENLOE 

SYLVESTER GARNER 

FLORENCE and ART MONROE (her brother). 

East of Hwy. 395: 

MC KAYS 

ALICE DIXON and husband (daughter: FLORENCE). 

WINDY GIBSON 

ARLIE BRIERLY - teacher, County Sup’t of Schools, 
county surveyor, father of JUDGE HUGH BRIERLY, son 
of RACHAEL ENLOE BRIERLY. 

W.A. SHELLY, bee man in Bishop in later years. 

MRS CARPENTER, a midwife, for whom Carpenter Lane 
was named. 

GEORGE ROME, house blew down in wind storm Feb., 1923. 

K. WILEY 

m SCHUMATE started a small herd of cows, but 


cow pox sores covered his hands and he could not milk 





























Iona I'riiH* /??<? 

* Memorial services for Mrs. 
Iona B. Price were held Tues¬ 
day at Monte Vista Guest 
Homes in Pasadena, where 
she had lived for the last 20 
years. Burial was in Forest 
Lawn Cemetery. 

Mrs. Price died March 26 of 
a heart attack. To honor her 
memory a memorial fund has 
been set up at the Valley Pres¬ 
byterian Church. Those wishing 
to donate may send checks to 
the Rev. Sidney Byrd or to 
Jessie Durant, church treasur¬ 
er. 

Mrs. Price and her husband, 
William N. Price, were mission-* 
aries in Owens Valley for about 
25 years, from 1910 until 1935. 

Born in 1880 in Marshall, 
N.C., she taught school there 
before her marriage. At Bishop, 
they lived in the midst of the 
Sunland Reservation, about 
three miles from town. 

During their first year in the 
valley, before their home was 
built, Mrs. Price started hold¬ 
ing Sunday school classes, start¬ 
ing when an Indian couple 
wanted a Bible lesson. The fol¬ 
lowing Sunday, seven came and 
sat on saw horses in the kitchen 
of the unfinished manse. B y 
the next Sunday, there were 19 
and the group moved into the 
dining room where the floor 
had been laid. Mrs. Price con¬ 
ducted the lesson each Sunday, 
seating as many as 75 in her 
dining room. 

For the first five years in the 
Owens Valley, the Rev. Price- 
used a pony team, caught wild 
and broken to a buckboard. With 
this team it took him five days 
to make a round trip to visit 
churches from Independence to 
Benton. Each church could be 
served once a month. After 
cars were available, thp mis- 




ARLINGTON AUSTIN BRIERLY 
Bom 

Bishop, California 
January 20, 1884 

Passed Away 
Lone Pine, California 
September 30, 1981 

Funeral Services 
Brune-Buck & Talmage Chapel 
October 3, 1981 

Officiating 
Rev. Theodore Hampton 
Pioneer Methodist Church 

Interment 
Pioneer Cemetery 
Bishop, California 


sionarios gave services more 
often. 

In October, 1932, while t h e 
Price family was attending a 
.(Sunday School convention i n 
■ Bishop and where Mrs. Price 
.taught Sunday School on Sun¬ 
day mornings, their home bum- 
id They were called from the 
Conference to find that every¬ 
thing was gone — all clothing, 
furniture, keepsakes, as well as 
the house. Seeing that the fire 
had burned itself out and there 
was nothing to be done, they 
went back to the meeting. 

For three years the Price 
family lived in another house 


near the Sunland reservation. 
In 1935, shortly before t h e 
death of Rev. Price, they mov¬ 
ed south. For the last 20 years 
Mrs. Price lived at Monte 
Vista Grove Homes in Pasa¬ 
dena. 

The Price family reared four 
children in Bishop. One son, 
Myron, preceded his mother in 
death. Survivors are a son, 
Newton, of Santa Maria; two 
daughters, Mrs. Louise Mason, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma; Mrs. Mar¬ 
garet Ruth Ervine, San Fran¬ 
cisco; seven grandchildren and 
three great grandchildren. 

Pm**' d^ 1 ^ 




Funeral Pending For 1 
Mrs. George Thorpe, ( 
Former Bishop Woman 

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Taylor t 
received word Wednesday of the ^ 
death of an old friend, Mrs. George ( 
Thorpe, of Meeks Bay, Tahoe. c 

She is the former Janie Rhead 1 
who lived in Bishop and attended 
Grammar school at the old West j 
Bishop school. She later attended v 
the Bishop Union High School. ^ 
She and Mrs. Florence Taylor used v 
to drive seven miles to and from 
school via horse and buggy. 

The Thorpes were in Bishop Oc¬ 
tober 17 to attend the golden wed- - 
ding anniversary of the Taylors, f 
B esides her husband George, she ■ 
leaves a son Don of Long Beach, 
and a daughter Doris Bray of Ven¬ 
tura, three grandchildren and five 
great grandchildren. 

Services were pending this week 
at Whittier. 


CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! 



Tessa Larson Shirley 

Tessa Larson Shirley, 99 
years of age, still vigorous in 
mind and in good health, 
passed away in San Ber¬ 
nardino Community 
Hospital on April 12, 1977, 
following a broken hip. She 
was born in Coleville, Mono 
County, Jan. *,*'1878. In 
1900, she, with her mother 
and two brothers, moved to 
Bishop. She married Arthur 
A. Shirley in 1905 and 
together they established 
their home southwest of 
Bishop., There they ranched 
and reared two daughters. 
The old original home 
burned in 1920 and they then 
built a house which still 
stands along Highway 395 
less than a mile south of 
Bishop. Her husband 
was postmaster for several 
years in the Bishop post 
office. 

When they retired and left 
Inyo County, they purchased 
a citrus grove in Fontana, 
and there she lived for more 
I than 40 years. Both 
daughters, Donna Strong of 
Fontana and Beth Duling of 
Alhambra survive her, as 
well as do three grand¬ 
children and eight great- 
i grandhildren, three 
; nephews, Victor Rinehart, 
Susanville, R.W. Larson, 
Salinas, W.C. Larson, 
Petaluma, two nieces, Enid 
A. Larson, Big Pine, and 
i Esther Foltz, San Jose. 

Memorial services were 
held Friday, April 15, in 
1 Ingold Chapel in Fontana. 

Her final resting place was 
i in the family plot beside her 
i husband in Pioneer 
j Cemetery in Bishop. 
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DIVINITY FUDGE 


Just before Christinas the women often held a 
candy-making session* The candy was sold for fund¬ 
raising for the school. 

Here is the receipe for DIVINITY FUDGE* 

2 \ cups sugar 
^cup Karo Syrup 
\ cup cold water 
2 egg whites beaten stiff 
1 cup nuts - chopped 

Cook syrup, sugar and water until it forms a hard 
ball in cold water. Pour slowly into beaten whites. 
Add nuts - beat until hard - pour and then cut 
into squares or drop onto marble slab to cool rapidly. 

HAZEL SCHOBER TATUM still makes her Divinity each pre¬ 
holiday by this receipe. We used the meats of Black 
Walnuts, cracked by the children. These walnuts grown 
in our Valley had much better flavor than store-bought 
walnuts. 

One winter we went to MRS GALEN DIXON's home for 
this event. I think this was December 1914. 
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LIBERTY LOAN 
SUBSCRIBER 



CAPITAL PUO. INC- WASHINGTON, O.C. 




























Official Householder’s Flour Report 

WRITE CAREFULLY 

No householder is permitted to purchase at one time more than 49 pounds of 
wheat flour in country districts or more than 24 l / 2 pounds of wheat flour in city districts. 

No householder is permitted to have more than a thirty-day supply of wheat 
flor * on hand. This supply is based on an allowance of six pounds per person per 
month and where the family buys its bread should take into consideration the amount 
of wheat flour in bread purchased. 

Every householder who has an excess supply should report immediately on this 
blank to M, NCUWYKE. at 



nited States Food 


.'.BISHOP._C.AU...., Food Administrator for 

NUMBER IN HOUSEHOLD. 4L==JOt\ 

.WHEAT FLOUR ON HAND (all flour containing wheat).. 

\ I agree to hold my excess subject to the order yof the 

Administration. Af) . 

y / (Signed) Name.....UZ-<^LV..C\0l^ 

/&.. Street. 

/ . City .... 

Maximum penalty for hoarding is $5,000.00 fine and two year & imprisonment. 
You must fill in your own blank and mail or deliver it to your Coujfty or City Food 
Administrator. An immediate report will avoid possibility of search and prosecution. 

Send report to County or City Food Administrator. RALPH P MERRITT 

Federal Food Commissioner for California. 
NOTE.—Above form should be used for hotels, restaurants, boarding houses, clubs, 
and camps, basing allowance on 6 pounds wheat flour per 90 meals served. 





















To Linanthus dichotomus 


NOW THAT APRIL 'S HERE 


The rocky hillside now is 

Fragrant with the blooms of the 

Flowers that go to sleep in the daytime... 

So Flora told me. 

Back to childhood and the wonders 
Of the springtime in Owens Valley 

Mien fields, virens Nature still maintained her ways— 

Bloomed with the Purity flower at eventide. 

But never to be found in cultivated areas, 

So mutilated by man in his haste for 
More—more—more— 

Alice Eastwood, botanist, §aid that 

Children best knew the secrets of the natural world. 

They, in their simplicity, 

called these flowers "Evening Snow." 

Memories overwhelm me! 

In recognition of my childhood love for all the out-of-doors, 
My father once gathered a great bunch of these flowers 
While he walked the irrigation ditch — 

A ribbon of water streaming through 
An undisturbed acreage of sage and Indigo brush — 

He brought them to me as his gift. 

Fragrance, freshness— 

Never bottled by Chanel in Paris— 

Filled my room that night. 

Morningtime and all the whiteness was gone. 

The flowers, each tightly curled with petals rolled in spiral, 
Showed only cones of purple-pink. 

"Purity," I cried, "where have you gone 9 " 

Gone forever? 

No! At nightfall you returned to me with all your fragrance. 

Ch, wonderment of strange response to light! 

A feeling grew within 
Irresistibly forcing me onward— 

On the pathway of a great unending quest 
A search and thirst 

To know — TO KNOW. 


Enid A. Larson 

1974 


















COMMENT 


What Bishop thought of Sunland is portrayed in 
later years (1970-1983)» The Shelly Homestead land 
south of an eastern extension of Sunland Avenue and west 
of the Highway 395 where the 2-story home stood in 1900 has 
become the Waste Disposal site. Can you imagine the 
visual effects of blowing debris on tourists who enter 
Bishop on 395 from the south? The county is maintain¬ 
ing a gravel pit, digging and removing soil from the 
site of Sunland School north to the F.O. Penny property. 

This action continues to remove some of the most fertile 
alluvium in Owens Valley, and denies possible agricul¬ 
tural development. Decomposing granite soil was most 
sought after for ranching in by gone days. 

Today the Schober acreage, the Indian Reservation, 

J. Thomas and O.W. Larson ranches are now producing 
alfalfa on City of Los Angeles leases; overhead sprinklers 
distribute water by pumping from ground water sources for 
this hay production. The City of Los Angeles is not 
altuistic in this endeavor as water so pumped percolates 
rapidly and drains easterly into their aqueduct. 

The J.W. Swall ranch has become the Bishop Golf Course. 











AND THE MEADOWLARKS STILL 
CALL IN OWENS VALLEY 

- 1983 
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I LOVE YOU CALIFORNIA 
You’r the greatest State of all, 

I love you in the wintei, summer, spring, and fall; 
I love your fertile valleys 
Your dear mountains I adore, 

I love your grand old ocean, 

And I love your rugged shores. 

CHORUS 

Where the snow crowned golden Sierras, 

Keep there watch o’er tie valleys bloom; 

It is there I would be, 

In my land by the sea; 

Every breeze bearing rich perfume; 

It is here nature gives if her rarest. 

It is home sweet home to me, 

And I know when I die 
I shall breathe my last sigh, 

For sunny California. 


LONG, LONG TRAIL 

There’s a long, long, trail a winding, 
Into the land of our dreams, 

Where the nightengale ip singing 
And a bright moon beams; 

There’s a long, long night of waiting 
Until my (Teams all come true, 

’Til the (fay when I’ll be going 
Down that long, long trail with you. 


ANVIL CHORUS 

God of the nations in glory enthroned, 

Upon our lov’d country thy blessing pour; 

Guide us and guard us from strife in the future. 

Let Peace dwell among us forever more! 

Proudly our banner now gleams with golden luster’ 
Brighter each star shines in the glorious cluster! 
Hail! Hail! Hail! banner of the free! 

And Peace and Union, I 

And Peace and Union, throughout our happy land! 


LET THE REST OF THE WORLD GO RY 

H Js the struggle and strife, 

We find in this life, 

Really worth while after all*P 
I’ve been thinking to-day, 

I would just run away, 

Out where the west winds call. 

CHORUS 

With some one like you, 

A pal good and true, 

I’d like to leave it all behind 
And go and find 
Some place that’s known 
To God alone. 

Just a spot to call our own, 

We’ll find perfect peace 
Where joys never cease, 

Out there beneath that kindly sky. 

We’ll build a sweet little nest 

Somewhere in the west 

And let the rest of the world go by. 


LITTLE GREY HOME IN THE WEST 

When the golden sun sinks in the hills. 

And the toil of a long day is o’er, 

The road may be long, 

In the lilt of a song, 

I forgot I was weary before; 

Far ahead where the blue shadows fall 

I shall come to contentment and rest 

And the toils of the day will be all charmed away, 

In my little grey home in the west. 


OUT WHERE THE WEST BEGINS 

Out where the handclasp’s a little stronger, 

Out where the smile dwells a little longer, 

That’s where the west begins; 

Out where the sun is a little brighter, 

Where the snows that fall are i trifle whiter, 

And the bonds of home are a vree bit tighter, 
That’s where the west begins. 

Out where the world is in the making, 

Where fewer hearts grow weary with aching, 
That’s where the west begins; 

Where there’s more of singing and less of sighing, 
Where there’s more of giving and less of vying, 

And a man makes friends without half trying— 
That’s where the west begins. 


HOME AGAIN 

Oh, gallantly they fared forth in khaki and in blue, 

America’s crusading host of warriors bold and true; 

They battled for the rights of men beside our brave allies, 

And now they’re coming home to us with glory in their 
eyes, 

CHORUS 

Oh, it’s home again, and home again, 

America for me! 

Our hearts are turning home again, and there we long 
to be, 

In our beautiful big country beyond the ocean bars, cJ'a/uoJ 
Where the air is full of sunlight and the flag, luMs' 3 

— / 1 

SWEET AND LOW 


Sweet and low, sweet and low 1 . 

Wind of the western sea; 

Low, low, breathe and blow, 

Wind of the western sea; 

Over the rolling waters go, 

Come from the dying moon and blow, 

Blow him again to me, 

While my little one, while my pretty one sleeps. 

II 

Sleep and rest, sleep and rest, 

Father will come to thee soon; 

Rest, rest on mothers breast, 

Father will come to the soon; 

Father will come to his babe in the nest 
Silver sails all out of the west 
Under the silver moon, 

Sleep, my little one, sleep, my pretty one sleep. 


CARRY ME RACK TO OLD YIRGINNY 


Carry me back to old Virgnny, 

There’s where the cotton and the corn and tatoes grow, 
There’s where the birds warble sweet in the springtime, 
There’s where the old darkey’s heart am long’d to go. 
There’s where I labor’d so hard for old massa, 

Day after day in the field of yellow corn, 

No place on earth do I love more sincerely 
Than old Yirginny, the state where I was born. 

II 

Carry me back to old Virginny, 

There’s let me live till I wither and decay, 

Long by the old dismal swamps- have I wandered, 

There’s where this old darkey's life will pass away. 
Massa and Missis have long gone before me, 

Soon we will meet on that bright golden shore. 
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3T7NLAND DISTRICT 

by - W. A. Cashbaugh 

Early in the 1900*a thelast of the large irrigation 
canals was built, starting on the Owens River near where the 
Pleasant Valley Dam now is, extending on the west side of the 
valley to a few miles north of 91g Fine, 'The canal was known 
aa the Ownos Riva* Conal, Hie last few miles of the canal was 
called the Mesa Ditch, 

rhero was a large acreage •• - over 1?09 acreas, under the 
canal wouthweat of 9ishop called the -unland District, In a 
few years, the 'Sunland District was settled by Lawyers, doctors, 
school teachers, merchants, and home people, who had mostly 
tracts of 40* 20 and iG acres, 

^e soil was gravelly sandy loam. The location and 
terrain of the land was good for raising fruits and vegetables, 
The morning sun kept the land warn and free of frost, and the 
water running 0 long distance in the canal was warn. 

The mnlnc rops were apples, peaches, pears, grapes, 
vegetables and alfalfa. In the apring when the trees were in 
blossom it looked like the desert in bloom. In the summer, when 
the fruit was ripe, the red apples glistened on the trees. In 
the fall at harvest time, the f ralt was delicious to eat, And 
in the winter tirae,thhe landowners were busy prutiing, fertilising 
and cultivating. 

Among the prominent residents of the area in the early 
days wore the Dixons, Will 0, Dixon was elected Principal of 
Inyo Academy in September of 1889. Later he was surveyor, Galen 
Dixon was » *r*ly land owner. During President Theodore 



Rooaevolt’s torn, Oalan Dixon was sent to Washington, O.C, to 
rapreaent tha valla y people In conn etion with tha reclamation 
project of building a storage dam in Long Vailay. 



The Story of 

OWENS HIV3R VALLEY ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPAN Y 

A line from Bishop to Laws, 

California, known locally as 
"The Red Apple Route” 

by W. A, Caahbauth 

In 1910, the -unland District was producing an abundance of 
fruit and vegetables, and the growers wanted sore way of trans¬ 
portation for getting their crops to the nearest railword station, 
which was at Lows, California, 

In November of 1910, a committee was formed, and it came up 
with a proposal to build a railroad from Bishop to Laws, Harry Bhaw, 
a large landowner and President of the Ownes Valley Sank, was elected 
President, with «. N, Beard as General Manager, 

A franchise was obtained to build an electric railway, A 
Survey was made, the right of wsys were acquired by June of 1911, 
George Clarke, a civij^leader, gave a plot of land on :‘outh Pain 
Street in Bishop for a station and the starting of the line, 

Th© rail-line road was about 1;,*> miles long ovor fairly level 
land. Herb p rancisco (husband of Kate McNally), and eil McLean were 
given the contract to do the grading end install the necessary 
culverts. 

On June 16, 1911, a big celebration took place, and all stores 
in Bishop were closed for two hours. 

On June IP, 1911, the grading started, with forty men on the job. 
Prom the poinj^ of beginning in Bishop to the Plumley Ranch Ju3t 
south of the North Fork of D:\shop Creek, the land was level and not 
very #uch grading was required, Prodoeding northi^Sly from the creek 


for about 5>00 feet, a fill of from 1 $ feet to 5 feat was made. (| 

Again, on the Cain Hill, there was « cut about 50 feet long and 
17 feet deep in places, and a fill of about 15 feet deep and 100 
feet long. Culverts were placed in all the ditches and wastewater ways. 

Bone fence p osts were set along the right of way. The posts 
were sawed 6" x 6” x 8» long, cut out of Tamarack and Bristle cone 
timber from the Vhite fountains east of the Valib y. Borne of the 
posts on corrals ore still in good condition* 

The gracing and culvert to the Owens River were completed in 
late November of 1911* Vork was to resume in the Spring of 1912, 
but for some reason no more work was done. The failure to complete the 
project was e big disappointment to the community* 

At three different tira©3, the peoples' hopes were high^rom 
rumors that "The broadgauge is coining”. ^ 

N ov the railroads are gone, the farmers and fruit growers are 
gone. The electric railway grade is still there. 


/‘>/ W. A. Cehhbaugh 
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££>tate of California 

it knoftm tljat 

Cniti laroon 

fading completed tlje prescribed tbio-^ear course in tlye 

Junior College 

department of tt|e jitate ®earners College of j§an Jose 

is granted tips certificate 

CSifren at j§an 3lo0e, California, ttfia tfoentg-tljirb bag of 
3|une in tl|e gear nineteen Ijmtbreb anb tfuentg-six 

?Jre»tbmt of iffe (College 

director of Jibncation anb 
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Bishop, California 
- 'i' it [mourn that <2niii 31. HarSon 


boring satisfactorily completeb the four rears (Lourse of Stubg 
prcscrihcb For grabuation is hereby ninarbrb this iliplomn 

(Siuen by the Boarb of* (trustees oF Bishop Union liiiijh 
School this thirtp-first hau of ffilap nineteen 
hunbreb anb ttoentp-tbree 
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